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June 2009 

 
 

THOTS FROM TOM 
 
 
 
 

Well, summer is upon us!  I know this because de-
spite the cooler temperatures and rain that we have 
had, my allergies are doing quite well, with the req-
uisite sneezing, stuffy nose, etc., and I have a won-
derful case of poison ivy, all over my face!  (I am 
unclear how this happened; I avoid poison ivy like 
the plaque that it is.) 
 
 With summer comes a change in our sched-
ules.  Children finally get out of school in late June, 
and people begin to go away on vacations, enjoy 
weekends at the beach, in campgrounds or in cot-
tages. 
 
 I want to make a plug for the church, how-
ever.  Life goes on, at the corner of Main and Sum-
mit streets!  This year, summer worship services 
will continue to be held at our regular worship time 
of 10:00 a.m.  A poll taken last year about summer 
worship time leaned a bit more towards not making 
any changes to the normal 10:00 worship time, so 
the Diaconate decided not to make any changes. 
 
 During our morning Children’s Day service 
on June 14 we will commission our members who 
will be journeying to the UCC Back Bay Mission in 
Mississippi for one week beginning on June 28, and 
also on Children’s Day we will enjoy a special wor-
ship service being put on by our church school chil-
dren and youth.  Please don’t miss this special cele-
bratory time.  The morning will conclude with an 
ice cream social on the church lawn. 

 
 This summer the church will once again 
hold its annual Silent Auction, and its Strawberry 
Booth at Old Home Days on July 9-11, and the an-
nual Golf Tournament will be held on August 18.  
Lots of volunteers are needed, and information will 
be shared in morning announcements during our 
fellowship hour after worship in fellowship hall.  
Please volunteer to help if you can.  Additionally, 
our church parking lot will be the site for commu-
nity farmer’s markets on most Saturdays through 
the summer, where you may be able to stock up on 
some fresh produce, or find some crafts, etc.  All 
proceeds raised from table rents go to the church. 
 
 I will be away for the month of July on va-
cation myself, but our administrative assistant will 
be in a few days a week for office work and to 
check messages, and emergency coverage has been 
provided for in my absence.  We have supply pas-
tors coming in to lead exciting worship on Sunday 
mornings, so things will be good! 
 
 I will be taking some study leave time dur-
ing the first three weeks of August.  I hope to catch 
up on some neglected reading and study, but I will 
be conducting worship each Sunday in August.  
Keumok, or music director, will be available in 
worship for four of the five Sundays in August as 
well.  Weather permitting; we may even try an out-
door service if we can get the technology to work!  
During the three weeks of my study leave I will be 
on call for emergencies, and I will be in and out of 
the office to check messages. 
 
 I hope that you can make it to worship dur-
ing the summer, when the pace changes just a little.  
Come, and share! 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 Finally, I wish that you all have a very rest-
ful and wonderful summer, and please remember, 
when it comes to that large white structure at the 
corner of Main and Summit Streets, Life Goes On 
(even in the summer)! 
 
Peace, 
 
Tom 

 

DEACONS 
 
Summer worship services- Worship services will 
be held at 10:00am this summer, same as the rest of 
the year. We will have Rev. Robert McNaughton 
and Rev. Eric Anderson leading the services while 
Tom is on vacation. Hope to see you at church this 
summer! 

MUSIC 
 
The Music Committee is recruiting for a special 
Men's Choir, which will be singing on  Father's 
Day (June 21st).  There will be a practice on Thurs-
day night, June 18th from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, as well 
as the 9:00 practice Sunday morning on Father's 
Day.  All singing males, including High School stu-
dents, are welcome.  Please contact Keumok at the 
church office or Pete at 267-6498 for more infor-
mation.  
 
There will be Junior Choir rehearsal on May 31st 
and June 7th following coffee hour. Contact Keu-
mok for more info.  
 
Thanks to all who supported the recent Tag Sale 
with donations and purchases.  
 

Monthly church cleaning  
 
Monthly church cleaning continues in June on Sat-
urday the 13th from 8:30 to 10 AM.   Since starting 
this monthly event in February, after the announce-
ment of custodial budget cuts, a few hands have 

(Continued from page 1) 
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accomplished much !!  Do you notice something in 
your church home that seems cleaner, shinier, 
newly polished ?!? Please consider joining us for 
just an hour and a half !! Help to make "God's 
home" as you want your own home to be!! 
 

The church dinner committee  
 
The church dinner committee will be hosting an 
evening picnic/BBQ type supper on Thursday July 
2nd in conjunction with the first of the gazebo con-
certs sponsored by the Goff House.  We will be 
serving on the side church lawn: hotdogs, hamburg-
ers, coleslaw, baked beans, watermelon and cup-
cakes.  Proceeds will benefit the general church 
budget.  The music for the evening will be "Grass 
Routes", a popular bluegrass group.  Please save 
the date for this fun evening!!  More info to follow 
in Sunday bulletins and the RiverEast NewsBul-
letin.  Please contact The Wellmans, The Evertsons 
or Karen Gallmon if you are willing to help.  
. 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY NEEDED 
 
This very important position needs to be filled 
ASAP as our dedicated Greg Daniak steps down. 
Each week the pledges need to be counted and re-
corded. This position could be job shared if time 
commitment is an issue. Please consider coming 
forward to help with this special ministry. Feel free 
to talk to Greg of Tom if you have further ques-
tions. 

Mission Trip 
Blake Szkoda has been called for a mission trip to 
Hartford June 28-July 2 joining 13 churches to 
serve the 2nd poorest city in the United States. 
Their mission is: to flood Hartford with God's love 
by uniting and mobilizing the greater "church" of 
Hartford through prayer, worship, discipleship, and 
service. Sharing the love of God through word and 
deed. He will be part of teams putting on Vacation 
Bible School, working at a retreat, serving in a 
homeless shelter and more. For more information 
visit The Hartford Project on Facebook. 
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Well Deserved Thanks 
The Christian Education Committee would like to 
recognize and thank the 2008-2009 Church School 
teachers and wish each of them a wonderful sum-
mer: Sarah Wentworth, Lanette Zaborowski, Josh 
Wilson, Pat Day, Beth Haydu, Amy Hackett, Jodi 
Brazal, Robin Balletto, Carolyn Wellman, Rae 
Strickland, John Baine, Jed and Nancy Dolde. 
 
Youth Sunday Worship Service Reminder 

Sunday June 14 
All children participating should be at 

church at 8:30 AM 
(preK/Kind at 9:30) for our one and only 

rehearsal!! 
 

Church School Completion 
Our last Sunday of classes will be June 7 and our 
traditional Youth Worship Service will conclude 
the school year on June 14th.  It has been a growing 
year for all involved and we wish everyone a safe 
and refreshing summer. 
 
Church School teachers are needed for next Fall.  
Co Teachers work together with two grade levels 
per class.  All materials are provided and no previ-
ous experience is needed- just a true deserve to 
grow your faith along with the children in your 
class!  Talk with Jill Walker for more information. 
 

Kudos Korner 
Thanks to the following volunteers and Mark Tho-
mas our Custodian for cleaning the inside of our 
building last month: - Karen Gallmon and Betsy 
Gates.  Kudos to Rick Walker, Jean Loveland and 
Ann Nichols for sprucing up our gardens and 

3 

grounds for the summer months. 
Thanks to all that helped make our spring market a 
wonderful event and to Rick Walker the event co-
ordinator. 

Helping Hands 
Please let Jill Walker know (267-7180) or the 
church office (267-4959) if you or someone you 
know of from our church family is need of some 
helping hands.  Just because its summer doesn’t 
mean life can present unexpected challenges.  
Meal, rids, fellowship can be provided by members 
of our church family, so please let us know! 
 
 
 

Seeds of Hope Update 
Thanks to everyone that has supported our trip to 
the UCC Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi.  
We will be departing June 28 and returning July 4.  
Please keep our group in your prayers as we take 
on the work of reconstructing homes destroyed by 
hurricane Katrina almost 4 years ago: Kelly 
Chasse, Nate Abraham, Debbie McLellan,. Sarah 
and Michelle Berkenstock, Mike Dolde, Clarie and 
Nancy Crouch, Jill Walker, Mary and Carly De-
Coursey. 
 
Shaw’s is issuing new customer cards to everyone.  
You can pick up your new card at the Courtesy 
Desk, but then you will need to register it for the 
Rewards Program by calling Shaw’s Customer Ser-
vice at 877-932-7948.  Our group number is 
49001018419 and we are registered with the name: 
East Hampton Congregational Church.  Thank you 
for taking the time to update and enroll in this great 
program that helps our mission trip. 
 
The last week to order Scrip cards (including 
Shaw’s and any other participating food store) will 
be Sunday June 14th.  Stock up on grocery cards for 
the summer months! 
 

 



June 2009 Page   

 

4 

And finally- remember to use Goodseasrch.com 
for all your web searches and to shop online.  We 
receive a penny for every search and a percentage 
of your purchase total if you order online using the 
hundreds of businesses that participate!  Free 
money is always the best kind!  Type in Congrega-
tional Church of East Hampton on the charity of 
choice line to be sure we get credit. 
 
 

Now Collecting Silent Auction Items! 
 

Our annual Silent Auction will be July 9- July 11 
during Old Home Days.  Please remember to bring 
your items to church beginning June 7th and on 
Tuesday- Friday from 9-1 or on Sundays.  If these 
times are not good then call the office and we will 
arrange a convenient one. 
 
Items should be left in the downstairs classroom 
next to the furnace room.  Fill in a donation form 
(found on the door) and attach it to your items so 
they can be logged in by our volunteers.  Use one 
form for each item to avoid confusion. Be creative- 
re-gifting is great as long as the item is new! 
 
Items should be new or of antique value of at least 
$15. Gift cards, services, event tickets, time share 
weeks, anything folks will want to bid on are ex-
actly what we are looking for!  If you have tickets 
or gift cards to donate please be sure to leave them 
in the office or with Jill Walker so they can be kept 
together in a safe place. 
 
Ask businesses you frequent to donate an item on 
consignment.  We put an opening bid on it that is 
higher than the price we will have to pay for the 
item.  If the item has no bidders it is returned to the 
donor. 
 
Thank you in advance.  The success of our auction 
depends on everyone donating items, then inviting 
friends and family to attend the auction.  The more 
patrons the more bidding! 
 

 
STRAWBERRY BOOTH 

 
Please look for sign up sheet to help out with 
the Strawberry Shortcake Booth.  There will be 
sign ups to prepare berries and work at the 
booth.  ( This is a great  project to work on as 
you not only get to make great strawberry 
shortcakes you also get to see  and talk to 
people you haven't seen for years ). 
Please see Deb Robinson or Jerry Gerkey if 
you have any questions. 
 

COSA 
 

COSA will have Father’s Day cards avail-
able June 7, 14, and 21. A $5.00 donation per card 
will be sent to Church World Service. Church 
World Service provides blankets, tents, food and 
other emergency supplies in the wake of disaster to 
people in the United States and across the globe. 
Tools and seeds are provided to refugees returning 
home to replant their fields. Wells are dug for fami-
lies living in drought prone areas to provide clean, 
safe water to drink and irrigate crops and gardens. 
Men learn trades and improve the lives of their 
families. All these things and much more are made 
possible through donations to CWS. 
  A small donation in honor or memory of 
the wonderful men in our lives can have a large im-
pact on people and families in need of basic shelter, 
food and safe water. 
 

Fourth Annual Golf Tournament. 
Tuesday, August 18th  

Blackledge Country Club ( Gilead Highlands ) 
Lunch — Dinner provided 
$110 per player for golf 

$25 for Poker Rally 
Proceeds benefit East Hampton Food / Fuel Bank 

Contact :Lance Crouch 860-652-5547 
Or    :John Tuttle 860-463-5008 
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