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Sunday, March 1, 2009 ~ First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 9:8-17 �  Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22 �  Mark 1:9-15 

God’s Loving Paths 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2009 ~ Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 �  Psalm 22:23-31 

Romans 4:13-25 �  Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9 

Always Close 
 

Sunday, March 15, 2009 ~ Third Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 20:1-17 �  Psalm 19 

1 Cor 1:18-25 �  John 2:13-22 

Beautiful Law 
 

Sunday, March 22, 2009 ~ Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Num 21:4-9 �  Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Eph 2:1-10 �  John 3:14-21 

No Matter What 

Sunday, March 29, 2009 ~ Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Jer 31:31-34 �  Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16 

Heb 5:5-10 �  John 12:20-33 

Deep in our Hearts 

Lectionary Readings for March 2009 
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THOTS FROM TOM 
 

“The Wisdom and Faith of Our 
Elders”  
 I never knew my great-
grandmother, but she had a huge 
and major influence on my 
mother and my grandmother, 

who both always spoke lovingly of her, and I feel, 
indirectly, that she has had a great influence on me.  
On the eve of the season of Lent, as I consider our 
nation’s economy and its effect on our church, I am 
drawn to this remarkable woman who I never had 
the privilege of knowing.  “Nana” as she was 
known, lived in very turbulent times.  Here is a par-
tial list of some of the things that she and her par-
ents endured. 
 In September 1873, the United States en-
tered a serious economic crisis. The New York 
Stock Exchange closed for ten days starting on 
September 20. Of the country’s 364 railroads, 89 
went bankrupt.  A total of 18,000 businesses failed 
between 1873 and 1875. Unemployment reached 
14 percent by 1876.  There were numerous reasons 
that contributed to and set the stage for this crisis.  
Several of them were:  the Black Friday panic of 
1869, which was an attempt by Jay Gould and Jim 
Fisk to corner the gold market in 1869; the Chicago 
fire of 1871, which caused nearly 200 million dol-
lars in property losses in a blaze that overran four 
square miles; and the outbreak of equine influenza 
in 1872, which had an effect on every aspect of the 
nation’s transportation system as the whole railway 
industry ground to a halt in an attempt to contain 
the virus’ spread. 
 On the heels of that crisis there was the 
Panic of 1893, which was caused by railroad over-
building and shaky railroad financing; which set off 
a series of bank failures. 
 My grandmother was born at the beginning 

of a new century, in January 1900, a blessed event 
for my great-grandparents after these difficult cri-
ses.  However, difficult times continued after the 
dawn of the new century. The Panic of 1907 oc-
curred after a failed attempt by some investors in 
October 1907 to corner the market on the stock is-
sued by the United Copper Company. Banks that 
had lent money to the failed scheme suffered runs 
that later spread to affiliated banks and trusts.  It 
was resolved in November with the intervention of 
financier J. P. Morgan, who pledged large sums of 
his own money, and convinced other New York 
bankers to do the same, to shore up the fragile 
banking system. 
 Following on the heels of this economic cri-
sis was the country’s entrance and involvement in 
the Great War, known by Americans as World War 
I, which began in Europe in 1914 and involved the 
United States from April 1917 until the war’s end 
in November, 1918. 
 Eleven years later millions of Americans 
experienced what became known as the Great De-
pression, which began in October, 1929 with the 
crash of the stock market.  The nation’s economy 
did not fully rebound until the beginning of the 
Second World War. 
 Perhaps as a result of all of these difficult 
times, my great-grandmother lived a frugal life, a 
value which she passed on to both my grandmother 
and mother, and through them, to me as well.  What 
was most emblematic for me of my great-
grandmother’s frugality was that she hoarded soap, 
Ivory soap, to be exact; dozens and dozens of bars.  
In 1975 my mother, father and I moved my grand-
mother out of her home in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
to an apartment in our town in Ohio so that she 
could live near us.  My grandmother’s home in 
Pittsburgh was the house where she had raised my 
mother and aunt, and where she had lived with her 

(Continued on page 2) 
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own parents until they died.  Many memories were 
contained in that house.  As we unpacked the 
house, we found shelves full of my great-
grandmother’s soap, hidden away in a back closet 
on the second floor.  I did some research on my 
great-grandmother’s soap through Proctor and 
Gamble, the maker of Ivory soap.  They informed 
me that the soap, which was still in its original 
wrappers, dated back to the 1930’s.  The soap was 
still good, and we used it for years afterwards for 
washing our hands. 
 Now you may well be wondering what the 
history of my great-grandmother, and the various 
economic panics and events that she experienced, 
has to do with us and with Lent in particular. 
 Well, I am struck by the similarities of the 
era of the late nineteenth century through the mid-
twentieth century, with the time in which we now 
live.  What I find similar is that despite the many 
modern conveniences of today which may make us 
feel somewhat immune from hardships, the feelings 
of uncertainty and fear that many of us have about 
our economy and its impact on our lives today are 
very much like the feelings felt at various times by 
the people of my great-grandmother’s and my 
grandmother’s generations.  Many of us may even 
take to hoarding things so that we might have 
enough of them if times become worse, and goods 
become scarce. 
 Churches during the era of my great-
grandmother’s life were central to people’s lives 
and to their lifestyles, and many churches were 
built and enlarged to accommodate the great num-
ber of people who flocked to them in the midst of 
difficult times to hear the good news and assur-
ances of a God of great providence and love.  The 
assurance that there was a power greater than them-
selves that was looking out for their eternal welfare 
gave them the hope and confidence that they 
needed to forge ahead.  Whether our current eco-
nomic crisis will result in a similar increase in 
church attendance remains to be seen; it may de-
pend on how long it will be before our economy 
recovers, and no one really has an answer for that. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 Because the season before us is one for re-
flection, and a time to prepare for Jesus’ passion 
and resurrection, as well as for doing penance for 
our wrongs, we can ponder during Lent our family 
histories and glean from them the positive aspects 
of those histories which have shaped us and 
brought us to the current day, and which may help 
us to make good decisions regarding our future.  
We can use the season to probe where we might 
need to grow and change, and to see where we 
might be led.  As I ponder the histories and tradi-
tions of my own family I know that I owe a great 
debt of credit to my parents, grandparents and great
-grandparents for the values that I hold and prac-
tice. I am indebted to them for my inheriting their 
love of the church, for the value that they placed on 
the importance of being part of a church, and for 
their recognition of the positive effects that church 
participation can impart to a person’s life, particu-
larly in difficult times. 
 What family legacies have strengthened 
you?  I urge you during this Lenten season to pon-
der and consider the positive values and traditions 
of your ancestors, those things that have shaped 
you, carried you, and perhaps buoyed you to this 
point in your life. 
 As we continue as a church to cope with, 
adjust to, and wrestle with the grim economic news 
of our nation and its impact on our lives and the 
fiscal health of our church, I lean on the histories of 
my ancestors for strength, and I urge you to do the 
same.  The teachings and life lessons of Christ 
shaped the positive responses and decisions made 
by my great-grandparents and grandmother in the 
face of very difficult times.  Their courage and faith 
help me to understand, as I look ahead to our own 
church’s future, that we will come out stronger, and 
better than before, if we but emulate our forebear’s 
courage to make bold, forward-looking decisions of 
faith. 
 During this time of Lent, I also encourage 
you to reflect on Jesus’ life.  His ministry was a 
huge challenge for him, something with which 
those who live in challenging times can identify.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Christ’s ministry was a challenge that saw him fac-
ing down those who did not believe him, confront-
ing those who saw him as a heretic, and arguing 
with and exhorting onward those loyal and loving 
followers who despite their best efforts to under-
stand, just did not get him.  His ministry had a huge 
cost that we visit every Sunday during the season of 
Lent.  It was a cost that led Jesus to suffer and sac-
rifice greatly, and it all led to a beautiful accom-
plishment.  According to the translation of the New 
Jerusalem Bible, Jesus said as he gave up his life on 
the cross, “It is accomplished.” His resurrection on 
Easter morning is a testament to that accomplish-
ment and is a blessing that we all share and cele-
brate. 
 This Lenten season, we need to reflect on 
the legacies that we have inherited.  We need to 
remember own family ancestors who loved the 
churches they attended.  We need to understand 
from our forebears, who labored long and hard in 
challenging times to ensure that their churches not 
only continued but prospered, the results which en-
abled them to pass on to us the church that we now 
inhabit.  Learning from them, perhaps we can emu-
late their example, accomplish great things in our 
own time, and have something to pass on to the 
generations yet to come.  As we preserve the 
church and hand it on to the generations yet to 
come, let us remember those difficult times faced 
by Christ, and celebrate how he overcame them. 
 As we meet the challenges before us, we are 
not entitled to have a better or easier time than any 
of those who have gone on before us.  Today we 
are entitled and required by Christ to take the faith 
that we have, under the conditions that we face, and 
coupled with the wisdom, legacies and trust of our 
ancestors, meet the challenges of the day, in life, 
and in faith, and move forward, into our future.  
Christ would do no less, and neither would any of 
our forebears. 
 
Have a blessed month, and during this Lenten sea-
son may you reconnect with the wisdom of your 
elders, may you feel God walking with you where 

(Continued from page 2) you walk, and may we together accomplish the 
challenges that await us as Christ’s disciples. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Tom 

Confirmation for Adults 
 
 There is a “Confirmation Class for Adults” 
coming soon!  This is a class that will help you re-
visit matters of faith from the earlier Confirmation 
classes of your youth, (or examine them for the first 
time) as we explore some basic fundamentals of 
our faith.  The course has no prerequisites, and 
there will be no “Confirmation Ceremony” at the 
conclusion of the classes.  All you need to do is at-
tend, for your own enlightenment.  The class has 
been condensed into three classes that will cover 
these topics: 
 
Some Got Seven, Some Got None, We Got??” (A 
review of our Sacraments), “God Blankety-Blank-
Blank” and “They Said What?” (A review of the 
Trinity, Creeds and Covenants), and “A Long, 
Long Time Ago, in a Galaxy Far, Far Away . . . 
How Did We Get Here?” (a review of the History 
of Protestantism, our denomination and this 
church’s history.) 
 
The class sessions will be held on Tuesday March 
10, Tuesday March 31, and Tuesday, April 7.  All 
classes will begin at 7 and will be held in the 
lounge.  If interested, please speak to the Pastor. 
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Women’s Fellowship  
“Dinner and a Movie” 

Monday March 2 at 6:00 
(note earlier time) 

at the home of Diana Evans 
8 Keighley Pond Rd,  Middle Haddam  

860-267-4356 
Bring a dish to share and join us for dinner while 
viewing the movie “Fireproof” starring Kirk Cam-
eron. 
This movie is a Christian story about marriage and 
its stages of  success and trial and how faith can 
make the difference. 
 

Discussion and dessert to follow! 
 

Y2K March Calendar 
Wednesday March 4th 

5:30- 6:45 PM 
Bring $4 for all you can eat 

Pancakes and fixings! 
Friends welcome! 

 
Wednesday March 18th 

5:30-6:45 PM 
Got a good game for the group to play?   

Teach it to us! 
Bring $4 for pizza          Friends Welcome! 

 

Mark Your Calendar for the 
Progressive Dinner! 

Saturday March 16th at 6:00 
The theme is Internationality! 
Appetizer and Main Course  

host homes needed 
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(sign up in Fellowship Hall ASAP!) 
 
Attend an appetizer course at one host home, then 
move on for the main course at another host home, 
and then join with everyone in the lounge at church 
for dessert.  Sign up in Fellowship Hall by March 
10th so we can assign everyone host homes.  Also 
indicate which you will bring- an appetizer or des-
sert of your nationality of origin.  Our main course 
will be Yankee Pot Roast, with veggies, salad and 
dinner rolls.  Main course food is supplied but pre-
pared by the host home.  Cost per person is app $8-
$10 which covers the main course.  Talk with Jill 
Walker for more info.  Come on out for an evening 
of great food and fellowship! 

Heritage Sunday 
Church Family Celebration  

Sunday March 22 during worship and 
followed with a sandwich lunch to 

honor our 50 year members 
 

Plan to attend worship and be part of our church 
family celebration as we recall, embrace and praise 
our congregation’s long and rich history.  Share 
some of the past as we look to and move forward 
with our present day challenges of discipleship.  
It’s our chance to look back and connect to all that 
have called this place their church home. 
 
We will honor those that have been members of our 
church for 50+ years and then enjoy a sandwich 
lunch provided by the Parish Life Committee. 
 

Church School Lenten Offering  
 

Each week during class an Offering is collected and 
praise is offered to God for the gifts we are privi-
leged to share.  As part of our church family Chal-
lenge of Discipleship Lenten journey Church 
School students will have the chance to take on a 
mission of their own.  This special offering will 
begin March 8th and continue until Easter Sunday. 

 



March  2009 Page   

 

5 

 
Remind your child(ren) that there is always some-
thing they can share with God’s world whether it be 
part of their allowance, money they receive as gifts, 
money they earn or even raise by recycling, etc.  In 
order to take this Lenten giving on they literally 
must give something away which will currently 
help our church wide missions, but ultimately will 
encourage this response to God’s call throughout 
their lives. 

Kudos Korner 
 

Thanks to the following church mice- Teri 
Schlosser for washing and rehanging the curtains in 
Fellowship Hall, Karen Gallmon, Sheri McCabe, 
Betsy, Drew and Rosse Gates for volunteering to 
clean the areas of our building that no longer get 
regular custodial care.  Volunteers will meet one 
Saturday a month to help with the upkeep of our 
building. Let Karen Gallmon know if you would 
like to be on this church mice list! 
 

Helping Hands 
We are currently in need of someone to drive to 
Marlborough Quest Diagnostics app. once a month 
or as needed.  Please let Jill Walker know if you 
would like to assist- we can have a few folks share 
the driving. 
 
Let Jill or the church office know if you or some-
one you know of from our church family is in need 
of some Helping Hands. 
 

Silver Lake Camp Info Available 
 There are 37 one week theme conferences being 
offered at our UCC Silver Lake Conference Center 
in Sharon, CT this summer!  Children in 4th grade 
and up can go to overnight camp and have a faith 
filled, recreational experience.  See the bulletin 
board in Fellowship hall for more info or talk with 
Jill.  Also you can check out Silver Lake at silver-
lakect.org for all the paperwork needed to register.  
Registration is on a first come basis. 
 
 

THE INTENTIONAL GIVING 
COMMITTEE  

 
Special Easter  

Offering 
 
The season of Lent reminds us of the challenges of 
discipleship. Lent is a time of self-examination and 
prayer. The Lenten season represents a culmination 
of our own spiritual journeys in the resurrection of 
Christ on Easter. What is discipleship? How does 
our Congregation connect and respond to the call of 
Jesus in order to be His followers?  The Lenten sea-
son reminds us of the meaning of Jesus’ life and 
death and can offer each of us an opportunity to 
examine what discipleship means to us. Our church 
currently faces a very serious situation.  At our an-
nual meeting, the Congregation accepted 40% cuts 
to our missions and programs in addition to a large 
($5,000) deficit. The Intentional Giving Committee 
has been asked to find ways to help the Congrega-
tion honor the covenant we accepted. Several plans 
are in progress. We have selected Easter Sunday as 
an appropriate time to ask those who are able to 
make a contribution to the reduction of that deficit. 
This is part of our Challenge of Discipleship. We 
hope as the forty days of Lent trickle by we all can 
find ways to aid our own spiritual journeys as well 
as ensure a continuation of the generosity displayed 
by past generations. Offerings may be made in ad-
vance with the envelope included in the Chatter or 
placed in the collection plate during our Easter 
worship. 
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COSA NEWS  
 

Blood Drive 
 
Thank you to everyone who made our Valentine’s 
Day Blood Drive a tremendous success!  We had 
70 donors and collected 60 pints of blood!   The 
Red Cross’s goal was 50 pints, so we really stepped 
up! 

Family Advocacy 
 
We received a number of thank you letters for our 
congregation’s generosity at Christmas time.  Here 
are excerpts from those letters: 
 
From Mercy Housing and Shelter:  “We are espe-
cially grateful you have chosen to help us address 
the needs of the growing number of people who are  
homeless or on the verge of homelessness and 
those who are forced to make a choice between eat-
ing and paying the rent.” 
 
From Refugee and Immigrant Services:  “Your gift 
demonstrates your personal commitment to sup-
porting refugee resettlement, one of America’s no-
blest traditions.  This year, we are delighted that 
your donation has been doubled by the Community 
Foundation for Greater New Haven.” 
 
From our own Seeds of Hope:  “On behalf of Seeds 
of Hope – thank you for your support of our 2009 
trip to UCC Back Bay, Biloxi, MS.  Our outreach is 
a vital part of being the body of Christ, not just 
through Seeds of Hope but all that COSA endeav-
ors.” 
 
From The Connection: “We appreciate your sup-
port and consider it a privilege to recognize you as 
a partner.” 
 
From the Middletown DCF Office:  “I would like 
to thank the Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton parishioners for their generosity during the 
Christmas season.  This year has been especially 

hard for many and the gifts received from the 
church were greatly appreciated by the social work-
ers, families and their children.  You have helped to 
make the holidays brighter for many.  I would like 
to give a special thanks to Cindy Shirshac for her 
help in coordinating the gifts with me.  It is a pleas-
ure working with her.”  (From Judy Tellier) 
 
From Family Advocacy, Middlesex Hospital:  “It is 
the thoughtfulness and generosity of people like 
you who make it possible for us to assist the fami-
lies with whom we work wit the extras that help 
them in their daily lives.” 
 
Those letter are the good news.  The bad news is 
that even as the economic situation worsens, we 
will probably not be able to donate as much to 
these important causes next Christmas, given the 
need for a 40% budget reduction.  Please consider 
these important missions as the call goes out to 
eliminate the deficit this year. We still hope that we 
can make the same donations in 2009 that we made 
in 2008.  

Food Bank  
 
The East Hampton Food Bank is in the need of the 
following items to support their families:  
 
Peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, canned meats, 
canned meals (stew, ravioli), spaghetti sauce, 
canned fruit, fruit juices,  laundry detergent, sham-
poo, conditioner, deodorant, and toothpaste. 
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"MONTHLY CHURCH 
HOUSECLEANING"  

 
 
Hi All.  The second scheduled cleaning event will 
be Sat March 14th from 8am -10am.  Anyone en-
couraged and welcome to join us.  We were amazed 
at what a few eager folks with willing 
hands accomplished during our February ef-
fort.  Please consider this...we plan on meeting 
once a month...if more are willing, it could be a 
twice monthly effort with everyone committing to 2 
hrs just once a month.  
Due to the budget cut regarding the custodial care 
of our church home, this will make a HUGE differ-
ence... 
Please let Jill or I know if you are willing. 
Karen Gallmon  

 
SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US AT THE 
142ND ANNUAL MEETING, 

PART I 
 

Connecticut Conference, 
United Church of Christ 
Saturday, May 9, 2009 

Asylum Hill Congregational Church 
814 Asylum Avenue, Hartford 

 
The Church and Health Care 
“…and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom 
of God and to heal.” Luke 9:2 
Keynote Speaker: Juan Figueroa, President of the 
Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut 
A second Keynoter to be announced when con-
firmed Workshops on many health care issues 

 ranging from specific ministries in local churches 
to health care justice. 
Connecticut Conference of the UCC • 125 Sherman 
Street • Hartford, CT 06105 • 860-233-5564 
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