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THOTS FROM TOM 
 
Happy October!  Time seems to 
be flying by; summer seems like 
it was just a few weeks ago.  We 

had a wonderful beginning to our church program 
year with a full house for Homecoming Sunday and 
with a nice reception for the family of Albert Bai-
ley, who so generously provided the funds to re-
store our Pilgrim Hymnals, something Mr. Bailey 
wanted to accomplish prior to his death. 
 Looking ahead, there are more celebrations 
and observances! 
 Our Fall Festival will be happening on Oc-
tober 3.  There is more information about this fun 
time elsewhere in the Chatter.  Please come, to help 
out with a booth, or to come support the fair. 
 The church begins its annual intentional 
giving endeavor on October 18.  The program will 
run for four weeks, with dedication of our inten-
tional pledges on November 8, four weeks later.  
You will be hearing and reading much about this 
endeavor, beginning with this issue of the Chatter.  
The theme this year is on journeying, and we have 
tour guides who will oversee the moving or passing 
of the tour bags among us, neighborhood to 
neighborhood, much as the Pony Express program 
operated in past years, as we journey as a church to 
a fuller and deeper understanding of Christ. 
 Also on the 18th of October our church will 
participate in the annual CROP Walk, a walk up to 
the lake and back.  I hope that you will either walk 
yourself, or sponsor someone who is walking.  Lois 
and I plan to walk, and hope you can join us.  All 
funds raised in our CROP Walks go directly to pro-
vide services to people in third-world countries 
who are looking for help in agricultural technology, 

simple industry, and the development of water 
wells, so villages can be self-sufficient and self-
sustaining. 
 On Sunday, October 25 the Prince family 
has been invited to join us in celebrating the refur-
nishing of the church lounge.  The Prince family 
made a significant donation in Emma Prince’s 
memory, and those funds, along with donations 
others made in memory of Emma were used to pur-
chase the new sofa and chairs, lamps and the new 
pictures which grace the walls of the lounge.  The 
church is thankful to Cindy Abraham, a member of 
our church who is an interior designer and interior 
architect, who led the fun task of selecting the fur-
nishings.  We will be having a potluck lunch after 
worship on that day, and a brief ceremony where 
we will be unveiling a plaque dedicating the lounge 
to Emma Prince’s memory and legacy.  The plaque 
will hang on the wall in the lounge.  I hope you can 
join us for this special occasion. 
 On November 1 we will be observing All 
Saints Day as a part of Family Sunday.  Church 
School classes will not be meeting that day so that 
families can worship and experience Holy Com-
munion together.  During the service our high 
school band will be playing, and we will have a 
slightly extended youth meditation in place of a 
typical sermon.  There will be a time in the service 
for the congregation to write down on slips of paper 
the names of saints in their lives who have passed 
on, and those slips will be collected in baskets by 
ushers and brought forward for a time of special 
prayer where we will acknowledge the wonderful 
influences that our loved ones had on us while they 
were with us. 
 One thing that we will not be offering this 
school year is Confirmation Class.  The incoming 
class of high school freshmen is mighty in spirit but 
small in number, so to maximize the Confirmation 
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experience, we are going to hold a larger class for 
2010-2011, that will include both the freshmen and 
sophomore classes.  Class sizes tend to be cyclical, 
and for the next several years our ninth grade 
classes will be small, so we will be holding Confir-
mation every other year, combining ninth and tenth 
graders into a larger, more meaningful Confirma-
tion experience.  If any parents have any questions 
about this, please come and talk to me. 
 So, we have a busy month ahead of us, in a 
busy fall season!  Welcome back, and I hope to see 
you enjoying yourselves and growing spiritually in 
our expanding and exciting church! 
 
Peace, 
 
Tom 

 
 

BOARD OF FINANCE 
 
Pledges are the funds that we all promise to pay to 
the church to support its operation.  We pledge in 
the fall for the following year.  The Finance Com-
mittee uses these pledges to build a budget to pay 
for everything throughout the year.  Last fall, to-
gether we pledged to provide $149,000.  That al-
lowed the Finance Committee to know how much 
we could spend in 2009.  Typically, every Sunday, 
Pledgers drop a check into the offering plate to 
cover their pledge for that week and we have a 
steady flow of income.  However, we know how 
attendance really drops off during the summer and 
when folks don’t attend church, they don’t bring in 
their pledge checks.  That steady flow of income 
dries up until September when the pews again fill 
up and the pledge checks again fill the offering 
plates.  But what about the checks for those sum-
mer Sundays?  Many folks never make them up and 
we fall short at the end of the end.  This means that 
we either cannot pay for needed items or we have a 
deficit that must be paid from our invested funds—
something that we CANNOT keep doing! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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This year, we find ourselves about 5% behind in 
received pledges.  That is actually encouraging 
since that amount is less than it has been for this 
time in recent years.  I think this underscores the 
seriousness with which the congregation views its 
pledging.  It has heard the messages from the Fi-
nance Committee and others and has responded 
well.  We thank you.  However, we still have that 
5% shortfall.  So, if you missed some summer Sun-
days and have not made up those pledge checks, 
please develop a plan to do so soon.  Obviously, 
you could pay all of the ‘back pledges’ with one 
check but if that is not possible for you, you could 
divide it up into installments.  For example, let’s 
say that you pledged $25 per week and you missed 
four weeks.  You owe $100.  If you write a check 
for $50 for the next four weeks, you would be 
caught up and then could resume your weekly $25 
checks.  Or you could write at check for $35 for the 
next ten weeks, you would be caught up and then 
could resume your weekly $25 checks.  However 
you decide to do it, providing the full amount of 
your 2009 pledge is important to the well-being of 
this church and will allow us to end the year in the 
black.  We are grateful for your pledge and your 
loving support of the work of this church.  Thank 
you. 
 
Steve Gephard, Finance Committee Chairman 
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Y2K October Calendar 
Middle School Youth Group 
Wednesday October 7 and 21 

5:30-6:45 PM          Bring $4 for pizza 
Outside games and pre-Halloween 

challenges 
Friends Welcome! 

 
 

Women’s Potluck Get Together 
Monday, October 5 at 6:30 PM 

at the home of Nancy Dolde        
10 Bevin Blvd   267-6195 

Bring a dish to share, join us for conversa-
tion  

and choosing our Fall Book for discussion 
in November 

 
Helping Hands 

Do you, or someone you know of in our church 
family, need some extra hands due to any number 
of life events that happen to all of us at some point?  
If so- please let us know!  We have helping hands 
available for rides, shopping, simple household 
jobs, or even just for a fellowship visit.  Call Jill 
Walker at 267-7180 or the church office 267-4959 
so we can be of help!  Let Jill know if you would 
like to be added to our Helping Hands Volunteer 
list as well. 
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Kudos Korner 

*Thanks to everyone that helped or assisted in any 
way with our Homecoming Hot Dog lunch.  
Thanks to John Tuttle for providing the delicious 
Nathan’s Best Hot Dogs!  And-how ‘bout all those 
incredible brownies and treats from the Deacons! 
*Thanks to Art and Donna Marsden, and everyone 
that assisted, for all the time and muscle power put 
into removing, recovering and placing the Pilgrim 
Hymnals back in our pews racks.  Gratefully we 
say thank you to the family of Arthur Bailey for 
making this project possible. 
*Thank you to everyone on the Fall Pot Roast Din-
ner committee for the really fine meal, and to all 
those that donated Silent Auction items.  Thank you 
Carly DeCoursey for putting together the Seeds of 
Hope Power Point story, and for all the Seeds of 
Hope participants that helped serve, shared their 
stories, and the delicious Beignet pastries. 
*Thanks to Cindy Abraham, with assistance from 
Nancy Dolde, for coordinating the refurbishing of 
our lounge. 
 

 
Emma Prince Lounge Dedication 

 and Potluck Lunch 
Sunday, October 25 

 
Thanks to the generosity of Edgar, the Prince fam-
ily and friends we have refurbished our lounge for 
all to enjoy.  Be sure to stop in the lounge to see the 
new furniture and accessories.  We will dedicate 
the lounge in Emma’s name during worship and 
celebrate her love for our church family with a Pot-
luck Lunch.  We will be creating a memory book 
for Edgar to keep and enjoy, so take a minute dur-
ing lunch to add your favorite Emma story! 
 
 
 

 
 

 



October  2009 Page   

 

4 

 Looking Ahead…… 
 

There will be a Seeds of Hope Mission Team 2010 
informational meeting after worship on Sunday, 
November 1st in the lounge.  All high school stu-
dents and adults are invited to hear about our mis-
sion trip for the coming year.  If you are interested 
but cannot attend the meeting, be sure to let Jill 
know as spaces may be limited. 
 
 

optional immersion experience November 6th) 

United Congregational Church, UCC 
Worcester,  Mass 

Registration and more info. coming soon at: 
  www.macucc.org/mission-  
  justice/JusticePractice.htm ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Do you have a passion for our 
church history? Do you want to 
immerse yourself in the lore and 
story of our past, both the church 
and the Conference?  
Then the Connecticut Confer-

ence is looking for you.  We are in need of an Ar-
chivist. This position is part-time and nominally 
remunerated. It is a position of love and dedication.  

 

MUSIC 
 

Looking for community service?  The senior choir 
is looking for someone 14 or older that would be 
willing to come at 9 AM to 9:45 AM.on Sunday 
mornings during choir rehearsal to volunteer to 
babysit choir member's children.  So far, we 
have kids from 15 Months and up. The number of 
the kids may vary each week, but can be up to 4 
children at a time. If you are interested, please con-
tact Nancy Dolde at 267-6195 or Keumok Heo at 
church 267-4959. 

 
 

PILGRAM HYMNALS  
 
Have you noticed the like new condition of our Pil-
gram Hymnals. This wonderful transformation was 
made possible by the generous gift of  Kathy Stott 
and family  in the  honor of Albert H. Bailey Jr. 
With the leadership of Art Marsdin  and the help of  
Ann Buracchi, Tim Quackenbush, Donna Marsden, 
Liz Whitty, Kathy Stott and family, and 
Rev Thomas Kennedy we will now be able to enjoy 
our Pilgram Hymnals for many more years. 

 
 

ALTER FLOWERS 
 
 The beautiful flowers that adorn our altar 
each week are from Ranunculus in Marlborough. 
Anyone who would like to honor a loved one or 
celebrate good news can contact Jeanette Knotek 
267-9159. The bouquets that are presently $30.00 
need to be paid for by the donor before the week 
they honor loved one. 
 After worship service bouquets may be 
taken by donor, or please let the Deacon know if 
they can be taken to a shut in. 
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INTENTIONAL GIVING 
COMMITTEE 

 
“All Aboard for our Intentional Giving 

Journey” 
 
 
Ready for a road trip?  This year’s inten-

tional giving drive begins October 18th and prom-
ises you a Journey of Faith.  Our committee has 
been hard at work this summer working out details 
for our pledge commitment opportunity that comes 
on the heels of our worst recession in recent mem-
ory.  While many of us suffer from the economic 
downturn we pray that as a committed congregation 
we can help our Church weather the storm. 

This past years budget required a 40% re-
duction in programs, outreach and improvements.  
The budget required much more work on fundrais-
ing just to stay afloat.  Now, we are already at the 
point in our Church calendar where we have to 
make the decision of how much support we can of-
fer via our pledges for next year. 

 
 Challenging; and a test of our commitment and 
faith. 
 

This year we are returning to our trail for-
mat with a few new ideas to continue with the fel-
lowship opportunities of moving the giving pouch 
from house to house offers.   Our theme is the 
Journey of Faith.  It is often the case in travel that 
the adventures on a journey are as important as the 
destination. 

Each pouch will have a folder with the 
usual material to aid in your giving decisions.  Each 
person on the trail will also have an opportunity to 
help decorate the folder with examples and inspira-
tion from their personal journeys.  We are encour-
aging the young and young at heart to paint, draw, 
paste, write, sew or use their imagination to add 
their messages to the cover of the “itinerary folder”.  
We will hang the folders in Fellowship Hall at the 
completion of the campaign on Sunday, November 
8th.  That Sunday will also feature an international 

lunch after worship. 
For those of you who are far away from 

town and aren’t a part of the East Hampton trails, 
you and your children will be included by letter on  
the “snail mail journey trail”. 

 
Karen and Bill Evertson 
 
 

COSA 
 
On Sunday, Oct 18th our church and other churches 
in our community will be joining some 2,000 cities 
and towns nationwide in interfaith CROP Hunger 
Walks around the theme "Enough for all."  We’ll be 
proclaiming our solidarity with the millions of 
neighbors around the world who have to walk to 
live -- as well as with the millions served by local 
food pantries, food banks, and meal sites here in the 
U.S. 
East Africa is one part of the world where CROP 
Hunger Walks are making a big difference.  With 
the number of hungry growing across Africa be-
cause of harsh economic conditions, Church World 
Service’s food security program in East Africa is 
assisting marginalized households and communities 
to ensure access to sufficient food year-round.  The 
effort’s four main areas of focus are food produc-
tion, food accessibility, food utilization and asset 
creation. 
CROP Hunger Walks continue to play a role in the 
continuing saga of U.S. Gulf Coast rebuilding, as 
families still struggle to rebuild their lives post-
Katrina. 
 This is the 23rd annual CROP Walk for Hunger 
sponsored by our church. Help make it successful 
by participating in the Walk or sponsoring a 
walker. 
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 2009 NEIGHBORS  
IN NEED 

Justice and Witness  
Ministries 

 

The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will 
receive on Sunday, October 4th , supports the 
UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. Two-thirds of the 
offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Wit-
ness Ministries to fund a wide array of local 
and national justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects. Through 
UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice and 
Witness Ministries office offers resources, 
news updates, and action alerts on a broad 
spectrum of justice issues. 
 
Working with members of the UCC Justice and 
Peace Action Network (a network of thousands 
of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice 
and Witness continues its strong policy advo-
cacy work on issues such as the federal 
budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, 
hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental 
justice. 
 
Neighbors in Need also supports our American 
Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the 
offering supports the UCC’s Council for Ameri-
can Indian Ministries (CAIM). Historically, fore-
bears of the UCC established churches 
and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Man-
dan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North 
and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern 
Nebraska.  
 
Today there are 20 UCC congregations on 
reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC 
congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
These churches and their pastors are sup-
ported by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable 
resource for more than 1,000 individuals from 
dozens of other tribes and nations who are 

members of other UCC congregations in the 
U.S. 

 
BEYOND CIVIL RIGHTS…  
Race in the 21st Century 

W.E.B. Dubois wrote that “the problem of the 
Twentieth Century is the problem of the color 
line.”  Dubois may never have guessed that 
the 21st Century would include the election of a 
Black President.  Yet racism persists and 
some would suggest that the 21st Century 
color line rests at the border.  The conversa-
tion on race, isn’t black or white, it is a multi-
hued discourse that requires those who re-
member the Civil Rights Movement, and those 
who have only read about it.  Please join us at 
the Fall Annual Meeting of the Connecticut 
Conference for Sacred Conversations on 
Race, lead by trained facilitators.  Bring your 
hopes and fears and take back to your congre-
gation the knowledge that this conversation 
will go on. 

142nd Fall Annual Meeting 
October 23 rd & 24 th  

Middletown High School,  Middletown CT 
For more info.:  www.ctucc.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Women’s Yoga & Music Retreat 
October 23-25 th 

Silver Lake Conference Center,  Sharon CT 
 

  Relaxation… 
   Rejuvenation… 
    Revitalization… 
Register on line at: 

silverlake.ctucc.org/events.php 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Just Practice 
A New England justice & witness event on  

practicing justice in our lives, communities & world. 

Friday, November 6 th, 5pm – Saturday, No-
vember 7 th, 4pm 
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