March

THOTS FROM TOM

Greetings as we await spring!
Winter is losing its grip (I write
this as the snow falls...), but
warmer times are ahead.

There have been some
changes in our worship service
this past month, as our deacons and | try to ma
the service more responsive to the quest to dee
our spiritual journeys. The call to worship is no
longer a responsive reading, but is shared by m
and it is responsive in the sense that the call to

our midst each Sunday. | am also writing praye
of confession that while confessional, reflect the
goodness of our hearts in the midst of our some
times misguided intentions. | have also taken tc

floor of the sanctuary instead of from the pulpit
a way to more actively engage the congregatior
Finally, during the season of Lent we are utilizin
the responsive readings in the New Century Hy
nal as they are written, with the congregation si
ing the responses instead of reading alternating
verses as we have done in the past. Response
these changes have been very favorable. So |

vite those who have been absent for awhile to

come, reconnect with us, beginning with this me
ingful season of Lent.

As we look ahead to the month of March
we have numerous activities that will enhance @
life together. First, we have an intergenerationg

This will be an opportunity for the whole church
family to worship together and for children to ex
perience worship and communion with their par
ents.

ship reflects the spiritual hunger that abounds in

delivering my meditations from the front steps and

worship service scheduled for Sunday, March 7,
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_|Palm Sunday service on March 28. Our Maund

We have two special fellowship opportuni

ties this month, with a variety show put on by th
Seeds of Hope for March 20, which will feature
many talents of our congregation, and a potluck

e
the

supper and oral presentation of the entire gospel of

Mark as a story or epic by Bert Marshall on Mar
27. If you have never seen something like this
done before, you are in for a treat!

On March 21 | am also planning to meet
with the high school class to discuss my March
meditation. It has been awhile since | last had t
opportunity for sharing and dialogue, and | am
looking forward to the class’s comments.

| am continuing our Bible discussion meet-

ings on Wednesdays, at noon and 7 pm. No pr
knowledge of the Bible is required or expected;
come and enjoy ideas and discussion in the chu
lounge.

Our Holy week schedule begins with our

Thursday communion and Tenebrae service wil
begin on Thursday, April 1 at 6:30 with a very lig
supper and Holy Communion, and finish with th

guishes candles as readers read the passion of
Christ in scripture. An early morning service wi
be held at Sears Park on Easter morning, time t
announced, and our Easter 10:00 service will fe
ture the Cantata “At the Ninth Hour” performed

our Senior Choir.

Have a blessed month!
Peace,

Tom
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SPECIAL LENTEN
OFFERING

Spring is the season of growth and renewal and
good time of the year for our church to focus on
growing our church wide ministries. You may re|
member at our Annual Meeting the Congregatia
passed a budget that maintained the forty per c
reduction to missions and programs from 2009.
the 2010 budget, missions and programs were |
ther reduced by ten per cent which still leaves u
with a $5,646 deficit in our 2010 budget.

In the spirit of growth and renewal, those who a|
able, are asked to make a contribution to grow ¢
church wide ministries and meet the commitme
we made at our annual meeting. Offerings can
mailed in the envelope included in the Chatter @
placed in the collection plate during our Palm S
day or Easter worship services.

Thank you,

The Intentional Giving Committee,
Bill & Karen Evertson

Deb Robinson

Jerry Gerkey

COLLEGE GRANT
AVAILABLE!!

The Executive Board of the Middlesex Hospital
Vocal Chords is requesting applications for its a
nual grants to be awarded to deserving student
pursuing a career in nursing or music. They my
have be accepted at an accredited college or ur
sity with one of these majors. The review comn
tee will consider academic record, extracurricul
and community service activities, the student’s

ability to articulate his/her career goals and the

ommendations of the references. The grants w
be a minimum of $1,000 each and will be paid d
rectly to the recipient at the Spring Concert at P
land High School on Saturday, May 22, 2010. 4
plications are available at the guidance office or
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-line at your high school. Deadline is April 2nd.
Any questions, call 860-277-3913.

A limited number of our cookbooks entitled

“Rhapsody of Recipes” with 300 recipes is still
available. Cost is $15. and proceeds benefit the
grant fund. Call 860-347-2787 to obtain your cg

NURSERY CARE

Thank you to everyone who has signed up and

helped in the nursery. | appreciate you giving of
your time so that | am able to attend Sunday se
vices more often. There is a new sign up sheet

the counter in the nursery for anyone who hasn’
had a chance to help or those of you who would
like to help again.

Lisa

VARIETY SHOW!!
CCEH’s Got Talent!!

Saturday, March 20 7:00
in Fellowship Hall
Seeds of Hope will sponsor a
Baked Goods and Beverage Café

Performers of ALL ages
are invited to participate
(friends are welcome)
Solo, Duet, Groups
Sign up in Fellowship Hall today!
“Audition” (everyone gets in!)
after church on 3/7 or 3/14
See Jodi Brazal or Robin Balletto for inf

py.
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CHRISTIAN
Q

Treat yourself to a brief time out with women of
our church family as we stop, look and listen for
God inside of ourselves while outside of our busy
world. See Jill Walker with any questionSign

up in Fellowship Hall by March 7. Cost is $60,
$25 deposit due at sign up or by Maréh More

info will be provided prior to our getaway. Come
be refreshed and renewed. God has reserved this
Y2K time for you, won’t you join Him?

Middle School Youth Group

March Calendar int donal Worsh
Wednesday, March 3 n eégeréera ||(\)/Ina h“?rs Ip
5:30-6:45 PM undaay, viarc

NOILYONad

End of “Sardines” season! Bring $4 fo
pizza.

=

We will worship together so that our children can
fully experience being part of our church family
and share the mystery and gift of Communion.

March 17 Everyone can experience the inclusiveness this cre-
St Patrick’s Day Games and Trivia ates. Nursery care thru Kindergarten age.

Bring $4 for pizza

Friends always welcome
y College Care Boxes

The Christian Education Committee will be collect-

Women’s Potluck ing small, individual size microwaveable foods, as

Monday, March ¥  6:30 PM well as individual snacks and treats of any kind fto
at the home of send to over 20 college students that are part of our
Colleen Mellon-Quackenbush church family. We need addresses for all these

14 Blacksmith Hill, Middle Haddam. | [Young folks by MARCH 14 so we can have
Bring a dish to share and join us for enough boxes on handPlease give the address|to

: . Jill Walker or call the office.
fellowship and conversation.

-

Boxes will be set up on the front of the stage of
Sunday, March 21 and March 28. Boxes will be
mailed on Friday April 2. Plan to buy multi-pacl
Women’s Stop, Look and Listen for God items for 22 boxes if you can. (i.e. peanut butter
Getaway crackers, bags of individual candy like M&M'’s,

gum, granola bars, etc). See Jill Walker if you g¢an-

not shop and would like to make a donation.

)

Friday, March 19 6:00 pm-Saturday March
20 3:00 pm

at Camp Hemlock in Hebron, CT

Heated cabin, 3 meals cooked by someone else!!

We'll seek spiritual renewal just in time for Spring!
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Church School Offerings

Each Church School class is filling a jar with the
offerings during our “Help for Haiti” month. This
collection will end on March"7when we combine

all the jars into a big one to demonstrate how a i

bit of help adds up. Encourage your child(ren) t
contribute some of their money from allowance
or gifts each week. Adam is ifi' grade and re-
cently received 4 quarters from the tooth fairy. (
his own accord, he chose to bring one of the qu
ters to church to add to the jar!

SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE!
All Church Variety Show
Saturday, April 24 at 7:00

All ages, all talents
Look for details in the April Chatter

Seeds of Hope Update

June 26-July 3 in Gary, West Virginia

** Butter Braid Breads and Ready to Bake Cook
Dough will be on sale Sunday March 7 and Mar
14" during Coffee Hour. Stop by the table and t
sample (while supply lasts!) Items will be avail-

able for pick up on Sunday, March 28- in time for

Easter.

*Remember you can now recycle plastic water
bottles as well as beverage cans and bottles.
Thanks to everyone that has been bringing in er
ties!

**Qrder Scrip cards for Easter gifts and every da
shopping each Sunday

**Next meeting is Sunday March £4Payment #3
is due at that time.

Kudos Korner

Thanks to Robin and Kate Balletto for sanitizing
and cleaning the bathrooms and classrooms of
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Congratulations to our Chili Cook Off winners: 3
place-Helen Curylo, 2nd place Nancy Dolde, 1s
place Maggie Jackson!

Come Hear Storyteller Bert Marshall
present
The Gospel of Mark
A one man dramatic and musical evenii

The Christian Education Committee invites evel
one (recommended for Middle School and older
hear Storyteller Rev. Bert Marshall present and
proclaim the Gospel of Mark on Saturday, Marc
27, following a Potluck Supper at 5:30. Invite yc
friends to join you! Bring a dish to share-desert
beverages will be provided. The performance w
begin app.7:00 PM. and the public will be invite
to attend.

Reviews for this one man performance include 1
words: entertaining, provocative, inspiring, men
rable. Rev. Marshall will proclaim the gospel of
Mark from start to finish with dramatization and
music that will “lift you out of yourself and make
you feel linked to God’s heart.”

Bert Marshall has experienced an eclectic life- I
was a in a rock and roll band that opened for Th
Who, the Herman Hermits and the Grassroots,
drove tracker trailer trucks for 10 years, manage
small diary farm and country inn in Vermont,
worked with troubled teens from NYC, graduate
from Yale Divinity School where his course wor
included classes in narrative preaching and stor
telling. He was pastor of First Congregational
Church UCC in Lee, MA for 9 years and is cur-
rently the New England Regional Director of
Church World Service Disaster Relief.

(Continued on page §
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(Continued from page 4)
Upon completion of the performance (app. 2 hours
Rev. Marshall will host a question and answer ses-
sion. A donation of $10 for adults and $8 for Youth
will be collected at the door to offset the expense @
sharing a remarkable evening.

COSA

The members of COSA would like to thank every-
one who helped make the blood drive on February
13" a success. Fifty-five pints of blood were do-
nated to the American Red Cross.

COSA was able to send thirteen men’s winter cpat
that had been donated by members of the congreg
tion to St. Vincent DePaul Place. St. Vincent
DePaul Place is very thankful for the support of|ou
congregation.

)

Five hundred dollars was collected for the Church
World Service Haitian Earthquake Victims Fund.
COSA is now preparing hygiene kits that will be
sent to Haiti as well.

Please remember that non-perishable food items f
the East Hampton Food Bank can be left outsid
the church office at anytime.

D
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