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May 2010 

THOTS FROM TOM 
 

We are living in the midst of ex-

citing times at the Congregational 

Church of East Hampton!  Our 

fellowship is growing in numbers 

and in spirit, as people tell me re-

peatedly that there are many new 

faces in the congregation and that there is a fresh, 

exciting new spirit in the church.  I celebrate all of 

that. 

 As we seek to build upon this energy that is 

alive in our church, we are planning a visioning 

conference or workshop for the morning of May 

15.  This gathering is in response to or as a follow-

up to the questionnaire that was distributed among 

you in the month of March.  Two significant man-

dates surfaced among the many returned forms that 

so many of you thoughtfully filled out. 

 The first is that we continue on our path of 

exploring interactive worship.  Every comment 

about our worship service, and the changes that 

have been made were positive. 

 The second mandate is that we explore im-

mersing ourselves in more social action and justice 

issues, and deepen our commitment to a variety of 

mission outreach endeavors that may be new, or 

may have been infrequently tackled in the past.  

We are blessed with a very active missions com-

mittee, known as “COSA”, which stands for Chris-

tian Outreach and Social Action, that enlists you 

the congregation in relief and hunger initiatives 

through Church World Service, using programs 

such as our annual CROP Walk, which raises well 

over three thousand dollars each year, Personal Hy-

giene Kits, Layettes, School Kits, Blankets and 

Tools of Hope to assist people around the world.  

Additionally, COSA provides avenues for you to 

generously respond each year during Christmas, 

providing clothing and toys to local families and 

those in Middletown who would be without at that 

special time of year.  COSA also holds an annual 

coat drive for the homeless, and oversees contribu-

tions to our local food bank. 

 But it was clear from the many wonderful 

responses gleaned from the questionnaires that you 

desire to explore yet even more avenues for mis-

sion, which is a great blessing. 

 So you are invited, all those who ever won-

dered about mission and social action and justice, 

all of you who are currently serving on COSA, and 

all who have ever served on COSA or on a Mis-

sions Committee in another church, to join with us 

on the morning of May 15 to brainstorm about 

what other things we might do in social action and 

justice, and in mission outreach.  Perhaps it is time 

to settle another refugee family.  Maybe we want to 

take on a need in the community that is sorely lack-

ing, like affordable housing for members of our 

families who cannot afford to live in the town in 

which they were raised.  Maybe you want the 

church to take a work trip to Overlook Farm 

(Heifer Project) in Massachusetts, or spend several 

days sorting clothes at the New Windsor, Maryland 

Church World Service Distribution Center.  We 

could do things like this and so much more; we just 

need your ideas at this “think tank” event.  We will 

begin our morning at nine, and plan to finish by 

11:30, hoping at the end of the morning to have 

two or three concrete ideas for social action/justice/

mission endeavors that we can tackle in the months 

and perhaps year ahead.  Additionally, a brief ques-

tionnaire about your ideas for mission and social 

action will be distributed on a few Sundays prior to 

the meeting, but don’t feel that just because you 

filled out an information sheet that you aren’t 

needed at the workshop.  Please come on May 15, 

and share your thoughts and ideas! 

 On a personal note, I will be leaving on 

(Continued on page 2) 



May  2010 Page   

 

Monday May 3 to journey back to Ohio to cele-

brate my sister’s fifty-sixth birthday.  Her illness, 

which I fully described in the April issue of the 

Chatter continues to progress, and I treasure the 

time you have given me to celebrate this special 

day with her.  My daughter Alicia and I will leave 

for Ohio early Monday, and we will return to East 

Hampton late on Friday, May 7.  I will be here for 

Sunday worship on May 2 and for Children’s Day, 

which this year we will observe on Mother’s Day, 

May 9.  The Rev. Ms. Shelly Timber, pastor of the 

Haddam Neck Covenant Church will be covering 

any emergencies that arise.  Thank you for your 

graciousness. 
 
Peace, 
 
Tom 
 

COSA 
 

COSA will have Mother’s Day cards available 

April 25, May 2 and May 9.  A $5 donation per 

card will be sent to Church World Service’s Blan-

kets Plus Project.  For over 60 years, Church World 

Service has worked in partnership with local com-

munities to identify their needs and access the re-

sources they need to build the foundation for a 

more viable future, including: 

 Blankets, tents, food and other emergency 

 supplies in the wake of a disaster. 

 Tools & seeds for refugees returning home 

 to replant their fields. 

 Wells for families living in drought prone 

 areas to provide clean, safe water to drink 

 and to  irrigate crops and gardens. 

 Literacy training and microcredit for 

 women struggling to realize their potential. 

 

CONGREGATION SURVEY  
 

Thank you to everyone who answered the Church 

Connection questions.  They have been read and 

have sparked conversations about redefining our 

(Continued from page 1) 
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church mission, revitalizing our worship service 

and more.  Here is a sample of the responses: 

1. How do you feed your soul? 

Prayer, laughter, Christian music, reading, walking 

outside, time with family, coming to church, help-

ing others.  Watching my children and marveling at 

natures beauty – both are reminders of Gods love.  

Being an active member of this church.  Feeling the 

oneness of prayer together and celebrating God to-

gether.  Using prayer and meditation to contemplate 

and ask God’s guidance.  Music created in the High 

School class which has a more modern appeal.  

Studying the Bible.  Following the Golden Rule.  I 

talk to God all day long and ask for his guidance.  

Time with grandchildren. 

 

2. What part does our church play on your faith 

journey? 

Singing, praying, being with like minded people. 

Fellowship, educating me through Tom’s sermon.  I 

enjoy the hospitality.  The church teaches me about 

the scriptures.  I am re-establishing my journey. 

Sharing feeling and thoughts about God with peo-

ple we respect.  Support in time of troubles.  

Women’s group has provided me support and com-

fort. Thought provoking sermons.  Creates a foun-

dation of love, support, and friendship. Provides 

someone to give you courage to face tough choices 

in everyday life. 

I have been led to attend spiritually moving con-

certs or conferences. Our prayer of confession helps 

me to understand how short I fall. 

 

3. What additional part could our church play 

on your faith journey? 

Classes to attend to learn more about the Congrega-

tional church.  Services could teach how to be with 

God outside of church.  Give us homework for that 

week like do something nice for a neighbor.  Adult 

Ed and Bible study to learn more about God and 

Jesus. Wish we could be more involved in social 

justice issues.  Sometimes I feel judged about what 

we give.  There are good programs offered that I 

need to make time to attend. I love the new format 

(Continued on page 3) 
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of Sunday Service, I am getting much more out of 

it.  Have more small groups outside of church.  I 

could help myself by joining discussion groups in 

place.  Have more family events, BBQs, camping 

weekends.  Start a book discussion for adults and 

teens.  Songs without so many high notes.  Men’s 

fellowship which has just started.  More contempo-

rary music in church.  Stress the real meaning of 

Christ’s sacrifice and its freedom from Satan’s 

power when we really seek it.  Sermons could be 

more specific as to our daily struggles, children, 

financial problems, fidelity. Offer more weekly 

events that can become part of my schedule. More 

children’s activities during the week, vacation Bi-

ble school. Tom’s sermons are thought provoking, 

perhaps I should be challenged to act on them. 

 

4. How is being part of our faith community af-

fecting your journey? 

Meeting people.  Lessons are played out and inte-

grated into life each day.  I am more curious about 

God and the Bible now.  It keeps it in the forefront 

that I have a need for a consistent relationship with 

Christ.  I would be lost without this fellowship. It 

keeps me on the faith journey and doesn’t let me 

stray or forget the destination. Helps me strive to 

be a better Christian.  Without my church I fear I 

might lose the constant thinking about my faith.  I 

feel Christ during the service but it seems some-

times like we read, not feel. Church is a reminder 

to me to improve myself personally and spiritually.  

Church is a huge reminder of who I should be and I 

take it with me during the week. 

 

5. Other thoughts: 

I worry that we concern ourselves with our church 

over concerns for those far less fortunate.  A friend 

is a Jehovah’s witness and I wish I knew more 

about our church.  Have a more engaging contem-

porary service.  The music is awesome.  Seeing so 

many young people involved in our church is inspi-

rational, comforting and joyful! I appreciate the 

changes Tom has made in his sermons.  Tom’s 

messages are more positive, uplifting and food for 

the soul. During prayer time allow congregation to 
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vocally add prayers if they did not get their request 

to Tom.  I love it when Tom stands closer to us in-

stead of in the pulpit. In the past sermons seemed 

too political and far left of my more conservative 

values, but recent services have been more spiritu-

ally oriented.  Proud of our church and know we 

can make changes to meet our needs.  My children 

are beginning to understand the importance of faith 

and the meaning of God. I applaud Keumok for her 

willingness to add new music.  Make COSA the 

most important and talked about committee in the 

church with mission programs that the church as a 

whole is more spiritually involved with. 

 

Vision and Planning Session 

Saturday May 15 at 9-11:30 AM  
 

In response to our Congregation Survey join others 

as we discuss and plan how to evolve our worship, 

faith and outreach based on the wonderful input 

that was provided.   (See the separate article about 

the Survey results). We hope YOU will join our 

think tank as we plan for the Fall by focusing on 

these possibilities: 

**Enlarged comprehensive Outreach Missions that 

include COSA, Seeds of Hope, new Special Pro-

jects, UCC Conference Social Action issues and 

more! 

**Continued development of how we worship to-

gether including, music, content and interactive 

prayer. 

**Consideration of a monthly additional alternative 

worship service. 

**How we pray and play together in our hectic 

scattered world. 

A continental breakfast will be provided.  Child 

care can be arranged in the Nursery if we know by 

Sunday May 9th.  We are God’s church, the hands, 

feet and heart that Jesus has on our earth-and there 

is great opportunity to be found in that call-

ing.  Join us!  Speak to Tom Kennedy, Jill Walker, 

Deb Robinson or Anita Guerin for more informa-

tion. 
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YOUTH SUNDAY 

MAY 9 AT 10:00 

 
All Church School students participating in the 

service should be at church at 8:30 (preschool/

kindergarten arrive at 9:30) so we can practice.  

The Christian Education committee invites every-

one to a delicious Coffee Hour following the ser-

vice! 

 

3RD GRADE BIBLE SUNDAY 

 
All 3rd graders will receive a Bible during worship 

on Sunday May 16.  Students and parents are in-

vited to Fellowship Hall during Church School to 

play get to know your Bible games with Jill Walker. 

 

 

SEEDS OF HOPE UPDATE 

 
School For Life in Gary, West Virginia 

**Thanks to everyone that has been bringing in bot-

tles and cans to recycle! 

**Stop by our baked goods and drinks table on the 

lawn during the Memorial Day parade.  Muffins, 

brownies, cookies, chips, coffee, water and soda 

will be available. 

** If you would like to sponsor our trip with a do-

nation of any size please stop by our table in Fel-

lowship Hall on Sunday mornings.  Thanks from 

Seeds of Hope 2010: 

Cayla Schaub, Beth and Ally Haydu, Teri and Brian 

Schlosser, Colin Parker, Blake Szkoda, Lisa Aar-

restad, John Hage, Claire and Nancy Crouch, Jed, 

Nancy and Mike Dolde and Jill Walker 

 

ANNUAL SPRING OPEN AIR 

MARKET 

 
Saturday May 29 from 9-2 

Flowering plants, annuals, perennials, veggies, 

Farmers Market, home based and crafts vendors.  

Breakfast and lunch will be available.   Additional 

vendors are welcome to set up- $20 for a booth, 

$10 for nonprofit groups. Call Rick Walker if inter-

ested at 860-267-7180. 

 

Volunteers are needed for set up on Friday 5/28 

from 3:00 on.  Volunteers are needed to work in 

the flower/plants tents, concessions and for general 

customer service for 2 hour shifts on Saturday.  

Sign up in Fellowship Hall ASAP.  Wagons are 

needed for transporting plants to cars.  Come join 

the fun- work and shop all in one place! 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO OLD 

HOME DAYS 

 
Silent Auction July 8th to 10th 

Our Annual Silent Auction will take place during 

the Old Home Days in our Fellowship Hall.  This is 

one of our “flagship” fundraisers and everyone has 

a part to play as follows: 1. There are Team Lead-

ers needed to assist with the planning and imple-

menting of our event.  The areas are: publicity, so-

liciting items from members and the world at large, 

cataloging the items into our computer base as they 

come , set up , customer service during the event, 

Saturday evening close out, follow ups phone calls 

to the winners, take down Saturday night, and post 

event item pick up times. 

 

Team Leaders meet 2 times to update the progress 

made in their area.  Team Leaders meet if needed 

(Continued on page 5) 
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with their volunteers be before the auction.  Team 

Leaders do not need to be present the whole time at 

the auction, but need to assure their volunteers 

know what to do and when they are scheduled to 

work.  By breaking the event down into numerous 

small areas of focus no one has to be over worked 

with doing it all!  E mail or talk to Jill Walker for 

more Team Leader info: Jillering1@comcast.net  

The first meeting is May 18th at 7:00 in the lounge. 

 

2.  Sign up to volunteer to work a shift at the auc-

tion.  Sign up sheets will be available in June. 

 

3. Everyone that is able is asked to contribute 1 or 

more new items that have a bid value of at least 

$15.  Antiques are welcome too, if they are in good 

condition.  Items can be re-gifted things you will 

not use, new items you purchased but won’t use, 

purchased items for the auction, goods and services 

that you or someone you know can provide.  Start 

gathering items now so in June when items are 

brought to church you’ll be all set! 

 

WOMEN’S POT LUCK BOOK 

DISCUSSION 

 
Monday May 3rd 6:30 PM 

at the home of Colleen Mellen 

14 Blacksmith Hill, Middle Haddam  

We will discuss the book “Friendship Cake” 

by Lynne Hinton 

Bring a dish and join us for great food and 

conversation 

This will be our last Pot Luck until the Fall 
 

 

KUDOS KORNER 

 
Special thanks to the following church mice: Mel 

and Lorraine Barlow and Brian McLellan for re-

peatedly coming to Fellowship Hall to wet vac and 

(Continued from page 4) clean up from last months flooding.  Thank you to 

Rick Walker for cleaning the parking lot from the 

winter sand and debris.  Alex Nikolov for assisting 

with clean up after our Church School workshop.  

Lisa Aaresstad for the myriad of ways she helps 

whenever needed.  Shelby Zaborowski for offering 

child care each Sunday for choir practice. 

 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
 

The Music Committee would like to thank all who 

participated in the Easter Cantata, “The Ninth 

Hour”.  Thanks go to Lorraine Barlow, Patti Bur-

dick, Sue Carr, Helen Curlyo, Mary DeCoursey, 

Nancy Dolde, Lynn Hastings, Joyce Jasenski, 

Joanne Kneeland, and Jean Raad for playing Bells, 

Senior Choir sopranos Sherry Baine, Joyce 

Chamis, Valerie Grecco, Kristine Pekar, and 

Nicole Snurkowski, altos Nancy Crouch, Mary De-

Coursey, Debbie McLellan, and Christine Tzcac-

zyk, basses Mark Busch, Lance Crouch, Jed Dolde, 

and Tim Quackenbush, tenors Peter Aarrestad, 

Regan Gallmon, Anita Guerin, narrators Steve 

Gephard and Colleen Mellon, and Keumok Heo for 

Directing.  Thanks also go to Jill Crouch, Elyse 

Dolde, Carly DeCoursey and Megan Morariu for 

singing and playing on Easter Sunday. 

 

The Children's Choir will sing on June 13th.  The 

practices will be on May 30th and June 2nd after 

coffee hour.  Any student from 4 years old to 2nd 

graders is welcome. The Men's Choir will sing on 

June 20th (Father's Day). The practice will be on 

June 17th (Thursday) from 7-8 PM.  For more info, 

contact Keumok at the church office (860) 267-

4959.  

 

Finally, the Music Committee would like to thank 

Bill Evertson for the beautifully crafted and much 

needed music stands for the Bell Choir. 
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INTENTIONAL GIVING RE-

PORT 
 

 

Thank You !!!!!!!!    Thank You !!!!!! 
First of all let us say Thank You to the congrega-

tion for their generous support of our recent Special 

Lenten Offering.  The great news is that we raised 

$4,772.00.  Since this offering opportunity began 

57 donations have been recorded.  While still 

slightly short of closing our budget deficit we have 

many opportunities still ahead for keeping us in the 

black this year.  I recently received an email from 

Jill Walker: she used a sentence that I feel ex-

presses all our thoughts at the conclusion of this 

effort, “Our congregation seems to be feeling a 

surge of spiritual awakening and from that can 

grow a dedicated desire to support the church with 

time, talent and treasure.”  Indeed our efforts 

through the recent recession has ensured that our 

church continues its ministries to members and the 

larger community. 

 

With gratitude from 

Intentional Giving Committee 

 

Karen and Bill Evertson 

Deb Robinson 

Jerry Gerkey 

 

BELL TOWN OPEN  

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

Mark your calendars,  for Tuesday, August 17th. 

More information will follow at a later date. 
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